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THE RELIEF OF SPAIN

PLATEAUS

The MESETA CENTRAL is a great 

elevated plain that take up the 

centre of the Iberian Peninsula. 

It is divided into two part: 

SUBMESETA NORTE and SUBMESETA 

SUR.

ARCHIPELAGOS

Spain has two 

groups of 

archipelagos:

ISLAS CANARIAS 

(Atlantic ocean) 

with the highest 

mount in Spain, 

the TEIDE and 

ISLAS BALEARES

(Mediterranean 

Sea)

MOUNTAINS WITHIN THE MESETA

The SISTEMA CENTRAL and the MONTES 

DE TOLEDO. 

The Sistema Central is the mountain 

range that divides the Meseta en two 

parts.

MOUNTAINS 

SURROUNDING THE 

MESETA

The SISTEMA 

IBÉRICO, SIERRA 
MORENA and the 

CORDILLERA 
CANTÁBRICA

DEPRESSIONS

They are areas of low land crossed by 

rivers.

- The DEPRESIÓN DEL EBRO.
- The DEPRESIÓN DEL GUADALQUIVIR

MOUNTAINS OUTSIDE THE MESETA

The PIRINEOS and the SISTEMAS BÉTICOS. They are the youngest 

and the highest mountains in the Iberian Peninsula.

Relief is the shape of Earth´s surface. Spain has a diverse land relief.



THE RIVERS OF SPAIN
Spanish rivers are very different according to the landscape or the climate they are 

found in. Depending of the sea or ocean, that they flow into, the rivers can be grouped 

together in WATERSHEDS.

RIVERS IN THE CANTABRIAN WATERSHED: They are short rivers. They 

have a high and regular volume of water. 

The most important are: BIDASOA, NAVIA, NARCEA and NERVIÓN.

RIVERS IN THE 

ATLANTIC WATERSHED:

- The GUADALQUIVIR and 

the rivers that cross the 

MESETA CENTRAL, like 

the Duero, Tajo or 

Guadiana:

- They are long 

rivers. 

- Their volume of 

water is irregular 

because it goes 

down a lot in 

summer. 

- The ATLANTIC RIVERS of 

the northeast: the TAMBRE, 

ULLA and MIÑO.

RIVERS IN THE 

MEDITERRANEAN 

WATERSHED:

- The most important are 

the TER, LLOBREGAT, 

TURIA JÚCAR, SEGURA 

and ALMANZORA. 

- They are short 

rivers. 

- They have a low 

and irregular 

volume of water.

*. The EBRO is the only 

exception because it is 

very long and it is the 

largest river in Spain.



THE FORMATION OF LANDSCAPES

Landscapes are formed over a period of millions of years due to the actions of natural forces such as rock, relief, 

climate, water and living things.

PRIMITIVE LAND

- All the land was made up of rock. 

- The wind eroded the rock and the 

water broke it down by 

penetrating the pores.

- The tittle pieces of rock formed 

land. 

YOUNG LAND

- The rock became worn down. 

- Living things decompose when they die and 

form a very fertile substance called humus.

- The interaction between water, wind and 

living things in the fertile land allowed plants 

to grow. 

MATURE LAND

- After thousands of years, as the rock 

wears down the land becomes thicker. 

- In this way the land gets richer in humus 

and vegetation and dense landscape 

are created.

- If the rock is too hard or there is not 

enough water, mature land will not 

form.



THE LANDSCAPES 

OF SPAIN

MEDITERRANEAN LANDSCAPE

The vegetation is made up of: 

- Forests of evergreen trees like, cork 

oak tree and pine tree. 

- Scrub areas with shrubs, like thyme, 

rockrose or heather. 

- Plants that need little water like 

esparto grass. They are known as 

steppes.

ATLANTIC LANDSCAPE

The vegetation is made up of: 

- Forests with deciduous trees and green 

fields. The most common trees are the 

beech tree, oak tree and chestnut 

tree. 

- Plants need mild temperatures and a 

humid atmosphere. 

- Forests of tree species brought in by 

man like pine trees and eucalyptus 

trees. 

MOUNTAIN LANDSCAPE

The vegetation depends on the altitude 

and relative geographical position. 

As we go up the mountain, we can pass by: 

- Forests of deciduous trees like oak trees.

- Forests of coniferous trees like pine trees. 

- Areas of scrub and fields. 

CANARY ISLAND LANDSCAPE

It is a subtropical climate. The vegetation 

changes on each island depending on its 

height and orientation: 

- Species that adapt to the lack of water, 

like cactus. 

- A type of subtropical forest called laurisilva 

or laurel forest in wet areas. 

- Forests of Canary Island pine in the high 

areas. 



TAKING CARE OF THE ENVIRONMENT

NATURAL RESOURCES ENVIRONMENTAL PROBLEMS

Renewable
Non-renewable

They are inexhaustible or 

they take a fairly short 

time to renew themselves.

They can run out because 

they take a long time to 

produce.

Sun
Wind

Water Petrol Coal

RUBBISH AND WASTE

Factories, big cities and 

homes. 

This waste can cause 

pollution or land and in 

water when it is not 

properly removed or 

recycled.

DEPLETION OF 

RESOURCES

Natural resources like 

fossil fuels or minerals 

can run out if we keep 

overusing them. 

Forests fires or cutting 

down trees can cause 

desertification.

SMOKE EMISSIONS

The use of fossil fuels in 

factories or motor 

vehicles gives off smoke. 

These emissions 

contaminate the 

atmosphere and cause a 

rise in temperature.



ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION

REDUCE

- Reduce the use of raw materials, water and 

consumer goods. 

- Reduce the use of energy and the release of 

CO2 into the atmosphere. 

REUSE

- Reuse natural resources like 

water when it is possible.

- Mend somethings so that it 

lasts longer or use it in another 

way.

RECYCLE

- Recycle to avoid the harm done 

by eliminating waste (Gases and 

other toxic substances).

- Separate waste to make it possible 

reuse materials like paper, glass or 

plastic. 
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